
 
 

A World-Class Team for the World Allergy Organization,  

a world federation of allergy, asthma, and clinical immunology societies 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

During the WAO Executive Committee meeting in February, as part of the discussion on 

fundraising and programming, it was suggested that every attempt be made to seek 

multi-year, multi-activity partnerships for WAO. The next step was to try to create a 

partnership brochure to reflect the organization’s range of activities, how they are 

interconnected, and deserve multi-year support. 

 

I have been working with the WAO officers and staff and am pleased to share with you 

the attached draft. Please review and send your comments for approval by Wednesday, 

19 May. 

 

As you review the document, I hope it will remind you – as it certainly did me – that 

WAO is a global and dynamic organization. And it is so thanks to its committed and 

involved leaders and staff. 

 

Your committed leadership has been in evidence every day this past week as I have 

witnessed all the Task Forces busy at work preparing for the retreat in London, 

energized by lively interaction among members of an individual Task Force. Really, the 

past 4-5 months have been overly busy for all and so very productive. 

 

“The World Allergy Organization (WAO) Diagnosis and Rationale for Action against Cow’s Milk 

Allergy (DRACMA) Guidelines” is now published in the WAO Journal! Congratulations to 

Alessandro Fiocchi and his colleagues.  Congratulations also to Juan Carlos Ivancevich, who 

worked with his editorial team and staff, to get the website certified with the “HONcode 

Standard” for trustworthy health information. 

 

I also thank Lanny Rosenwasser and the WAO Journal Editorial Staff.  The Journal 

hopefully will be accepted in the Index Medicus in the near future.  Additionally, Lanny is 

heading a new small airways diseases initiative.  It is already launched and will be 

introduced during the EAACI Congress in London with a symposium on small airways 

diseases including lectures by Monica Kraft, Lanny Rosenwasser, and Leif Bjermer. It is 

scheduled for Tuesday, 8 June, 10:30 – 12. I hope you will attend if your schedule allows. 

 



In addition, a project on “United Airways”, chaired by Hae-Sim Park, assisted by Michael 

Blaiss, and including Mario Sanchez-Borges, Marek Kowalski, Ignacio Ansotegui, and 

Motohiro Ebisawa, is moving quickly to post four online lectures about this subject on 

the WAO website. 

 

As you know, WAO’s educational activities and those related to research and training 

are led and monitored by the three Councils: Education, Specialty & Training, and 

Scientific & Clinical Issues. Stephen Holgate, Chair-Education Council, has been most 

helpful in developing the Scientific Program for the Dubai meeting. And I must thank 

Tari Haahtela, Chair of the Scientific & Clinical Issues Council for so ably guiding the 

several Special Committees that come under the purview of this Council. Paul Potter, 

lead author for WAO’s Position Paper on undergraduate training curriculum, is the new 

Chair of the Specialty & Training Council. 

 

President-elect Ruby Pawankar continues to work tirelessly on the WAO White Book and 

on the organization and ultimate success of the WAO International Scientific 

Conference, ”Asthma and Co-Morbid Conditions”,  5-8 December 2010 in Dubai. The 

scientific program is 90% finalized, thanks to the Scientific Program Committee 

consisting of Walter Canonica, Executive Chair, and Co-Chairs: Stephen Holgate, Eric 

Bateman, and Robert Lemanske. Yehia El-Gamal, Regional Advisor, has been 

instrumental in promoting this conference. A respectable number of partners have 

already committed their support of the Conference. Online registration and abstract 

submissions went live as planned on 13 April and both sites are seeing daily activity. 

Please encourage students, fellows, and colleagues to submit abstracts and register. 

WAO will be promoting the Conference during the upcoming EAACI Congress. Please 

visit the WAO Booth (#214) in the exhibit hall for encouragement and support.   

 

Right next to this booth will be the booth dedicated to the World Allergy Organization 

Journal and WAO staff will be busy signing up individuals to receive the monthly email 

alerting them to the latest posting of the Journal. If you still haven’t signed up for the 

Journal, here is your chance to do so and with help from the staff. 

 

Preparations for the World Allergy Congress (WAC) 2011 are also well underway. The 

basic framework for the scientific program – matching sessions to room availability, etc 

– is being planned and finalized. Tom Casale, Scientific Chair of the WAC, is working 

diligently to assure that this is among the best WACs ever.  And WAO is promoting WAC 

2011 at several medical meetings in Mexico this summer, including the Annual Meetings 

of the partnering societies, the Mexican College of Clinical Immunology and Allergy 

(CMICA) and Mexican College of Pediatrics Specialized in Allergy and Clinical 

Immunology (COMPEDIA). Thanks to Sandra Gonzales-Diaz for her support in these 

efforts, and to Noel Rodriguez Peres.  Mike Kaliner, WAO Historian, is busy at work 

editing the history of WAO.  This very important document, hopefully, will be introduced 

at WAC in Cancun.   

 



Myron Zitt, Chair of the Emerging Societies Program (ESP), has been ably leading this 

initiative with great help from the co-chairs, Carlos Baena-Cagnani, Ruby Pawankar, and 

Sandra Gonzales-Diaz. With Tatyana Slavyanskaya joining the WAO Board, the ESP has 

gained another excellent resource for new ideas and new regions. Tatyana is also 

working hard to add Member Societies to the WAO. 

 

One of the planned and approved activities for 2010 of the Emerging Societies Program 

(ESP) is during the Biennial Congress of the Latin American Regional Society (SLAAI), 

which is scheduled for 13-16 November 2010 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 2010 Annual 

Meeting of the American College of Allergy, Asthma, Immunology (ACAAI) is in Phoenix, 

11-17 November. Clearly there is an overlap between these meetings. 
  

WAO fully intends to participate in the meetings of both its Member Societies, ACAAI & 

SLAAI, although WAO’s presence at each meeting will necessarily be partial. To 

accommodate both meetings, and hold the activities of the ESP at the SLAAI Congress, 

WAO has requested SLAAI to slot the ESP activities – Delegate Meeting and World 

Allergy Training School – toward the latter end of its Congress. With this scheduling, 

WAO will participate in the first part of the College meeting and in the latter part of the 

SLAAI Congress. 
  

For our colleagues at the ACAAI, which is a joint partner with WAO in the Emerging 

Societies Program, it will naturally be much more difficult, if at all possible, to follow 

such a schedule. Since the ESP is a collaborative program of the WAO and ACAAI, we 

certainly hope that at least one or two College representatives will be able to participate 

in the ESP activities at the SLAAI Congress; or, in case that is not possible, that the 

College will feel confident that its role as partner will be fully acknowledged and 

recognized even if a College representative is not present. 
  

Having said that, it must also be noted that WAO will fully respect whatever decision the 

College makes regarding its participation, including a possible decision by the College 

not to participate in the ESP activities in Brazil. If the College does decide that it is best 

for it not to participate, the WAO will honor that decision and reimburse the College this 

part of its contribution to the ESP.  With your support, I will convey this message to our 

colleagues at the College and inform the ESP Committee of the plan. 

 
And now to mention some of the work that is not so easily observable, which makes it 

even more important that I share the news of this work with you. 

 

A lot of time and energy have been devoted to streamlining, realigning, and 

strengthening WAO at the structural level toward increased efficiency and cost-savings. 

To list some of the most important: putting in place guidelines for the size, member 

representation, term, and roles & responsibilities of various WAO working bodies – the 

Journal editorial board, the web editorial board, standing committees, councils, etc; 

establishing a process to guide WAO projects and documents from inception to success; 



and the officers and Board participating in retreats to identify the best way to move 

forward. The WAO must be a cost-effective organization and guidelines for the numbers 

of individuals on committees, terms, and appropriate activities are essential to do so.   

 

The other side of cost-saving is, of course, fund-raising. And in this area also WAO has 

worked hard. Since the beginning of this year, in addition to the support acquired for 

the Dubai Conference, WAO has cemented multi-year partnerships with two supporters 

and is in the process of confirming the same with two others.  We have been invited by 

an industry partner to host a 2-day meeting on communication for allergists and by 

another to do a global survey on hereditary angioedema (HAE). WAO is also in the 

process of trying to convene a Global Alliance for HAE and seek additional support for 

the website.    The Journal has gained 2-3 sponsored supplements. 
 

In summary, I thank each and every one of you on the Board for your diligence and hard 

work.  Without your help, the WAO could not be moving forward so quickly. I am 

particularly grateful to the Executive Committee, Ruby Pawankar, Mario Sanchez-

Borges, Lanny Rosenwasser, and Walter Canonica for their kind assistance and support.  

I especially recognize Charu Malik and her staff.  They are simply the best!   Much more 

information will be forthcoming from each of you at the London Board Meeting.     
 

 

With very warm regards, 

 
Richard F. Lockey, M.D. 

  
  
Upcoming WAO Scientific Meetings: 
WAO International Scientific Conference (WISC) 
World Allergy Congress (WAC) 2011 
  

  
  
 


